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Understanding Current Affairs:
+ 1.Sources of Current Affairs Information in India
Staying updated on current affairs is crucial for various purposes, including competitive exams, general knowledge, and informed citizenry. Here are key
sources
Newspapers:
+ The Hindu: Known for its comprehensive coverage, strong editorial section, and in-depth analysis of national and intemational news.
+  The Indian Express: Offers insightful investigative journalism and often provides diverse perspectives on issues.
+ LivemintEconomic Times: Essential for business, economy, and financial news
Government Publications and Websites:
+ Press Information Bureau (PIB): The official source for goverment press releases, policies, and initiatives. Provides direct information from
minisiries.
* Yojana Magazine: A monthly magazine published by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, focusing on socio-economic issues,
govemment schemes, and development programs.
+ Kurukshetra Magazine: Another monthly magazine from the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, specifically dedicated to rural
development and related schemes.
* India Year Book: An annual publication offering a comprehensive overview of India's progress in various fields.
+ NITI Aayog Reports: Provides policy recommendations, evaluations, and strategic plans for the government.
+ Economic Survey: An annual document presented before the Union Budget, detailing the state of the Indian economy.
Television and Radio:
+ Rajya Sabha TV (now Sansad TV): Offers in-depth discussions, debates, and analyses of parliamentary proceedings and current issues.
* AllIndia Radio (AIR) - Spotlight/ : Provides summaries and discussions on important current affairs topics.
Online Portals & Magazines:
* Reputable online news portals (e.g., The Hindu, Indian Express, Livemint, The Wire, ScrolLin).
+ Current afairs compilation websites/apps for competitive exams (e.g., Testbook, BYJU'S, Vision IAS, InsightsOnindia). These often condense
daily news and provide analysis.
+ Economic and Political Weekly (EPW): A scholarly journal offering critical analysis of social, economic, and political issues.
Key Focus Areas for Current Affairs: Editorials, goverment initiatives/schemes, international organizations, defense, social issues, economic news.
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2. Ministries of Government of India

‘The Government of India functions through various ministries, each responsible for specific sectors and policy areas. As of July 2025, there are
numerous Union Ministries. Here's a general overview of some key ministries:

Ministry of Defence (MoD): Responsible for national security and armed forces.

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA): Deals with internal security, policing, border management, and Centre-State relations.

Ministry of Finance (MoF): Manages government finances, budget, taxation, and economic policy.

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA): Handles India's foreign policy and international relations.

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare: Focuses on agricultural development, farmer welfare, and food security,

Ministry of Education (MoE): Oversees education policy, school education, higher education, and literacy

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW): Responsible for public health, healthcare policies, and family welfare progras.
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways: Develops and maintains national highways and transport infrastructure.

Manages India's railway networ

Ministry of Commerce and Industry: Deals with trade, industry, and investment policies.

Ministry of Jal Shakti: Focuses on water resources, drinking water, and sanitation.

Ministry of Women and Child Development: Addresses issues related to women's empowerment and child development.

Ministry of Labour and Employment: Deals with labor laws, employment generation, and social security for workers.

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment: Works for the welfare and empowerment of marginalized sections of society.
Ministry of Rural Development: Focuses on rural infrastructure, poverty alleviation, and rural employment.

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs: Deals with urban planning, housing, and urban development schemes.
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3. Autonomous Government Bodies in India

Autonomous bodies are organizations established by the government to perform specific functions, ofien with a degree of independence in their
operations. Thcy are generally funded by the government but operate under their own rules and regulations. Examples include:
“Regulatory By
. RL\u\L Bank of India (RBI): Central banking institution, regulates monetary policy and financial system.
* Sccurities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): Regulates the Indian securities market
* Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI): Regulates the insurance sector.
« Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA): Regulates the pension sector.
“Research and Development Institutions:
* Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR): Apex body for coordinating, guiding, and managing research and education in
agriculture.
« Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR): Apex body for the formulation, coordination, and promotion of biomedical research.
« Council of Scientific and Industrial Rescarch (CSIR): A network of national laboratories engaged in scientific and industrial research.
* Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO): India's national space agency.
*Educational and Cultural Bodies:
* University Grants Commission (UGC): Statutory body for coordination, determination, and maintenance of standards of university
education.
Al India Council for Technical Education (AICTE): Statutory body for proper planning and coordinated development of the technical
education
« Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE): Administers public and private schools, conducts examinations.
+ Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR): Promotes historical research.
+Other Important Bodies:
NITI Aayog: Policy think tank of the Government of India.
* Election Commission of India (ECI): Constitutional body responsible for conducting elections.
« Union Public Service Commission (UPSC): Conducts recruitment examinations for civil servi
« National Human Rights Commission (NHRC): Watchdog of human rights in the country.
« Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG): Audits all receipts and expenditure o he Government of ndia and sate ‘governments.
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4. Ministry of Home Affairs Enforcement Organizations & Internal Security Police

The Mi
and
«Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs): These are armed forces of the Union, serving under the MHA. They assist in maintaining internal
security, border guarding, counter-insurgency, and law and order.
+ Border Security Force (BSF): Primary border guarding force for India's land borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF): Primarily responsible for internal security, counter-insurgeney, and aiding state police
forces
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF): Provides security cover to industrial undertakings, airports, government buildings, and
ritical infrastructure.
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP): Guards the India-China border
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB): Guards India's borders with Nepal and Bhutan.
National Security Guard (NSG): A counter-terrorism unit
Assam Rifles: Operates under the administrative control of the MHA and operational control of the Indian Army, primarily
involved in counter-insurgency in the North-East and guarding the India-Myanmar border
“Internal Security Agencies:

+ Intelligence Burcau (IB): India's internal intelligence agency.

+ National Investigation Agency (NIA): Federal agency to combat terror in India

+ Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB): Apex coordinating agency for drug law enforcement.

+ National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB): Collects and analyzes crime data.
“Police Reforms & Research

+ Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D): Facilitates modernization of police forces, conducts research on policing

issues.

+Cadre Control: The MHA is the cadre controlling authority for the Indian Police Service (IPS),
“Role in State Policing: While "public order” and "police" are state subjects, MHA provides manpower, financial support, guidance, and
expertise to State Governments for maintaining security and law and order.

stry of Home Affairs (MHA) plays a pivotal role in ensuring India's internal security. It oversees various enforcement organizations
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5. Review of Three Central Government Projects and Policies

Project 1: PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan
“Objective: Launched in 2021, PM Gati Shakti aims to break silos among various government departments and create a holistic and integrated
planning and implementation framework for infrastructure projects. Its core idea is to bring different ministries (like Railways, Road Transport,
Power, etc.) onto a common digital platform for synchronized planning and execution, reducing delays and costs.
“Key Features
+ National Master Plan: A digital platform with GIS-based mapping of existing and proposed infrastructure projects across 16 ministries.
* Unified Planning: Enables integrated planning, design, and execution of multi-modal connectivity projects.
+ Reduced Logistical Costs: Aims to improve logistics efficiency and reduce logistics costs for businesses.
+ Accelerated Project Completion: By identifying and resolving bottlenecks proactively through inter-ministerial coordination (Project
Monitoring Group - PMG).
Review/lmpact
Positive: The policy has been in fast-tracking large projects like the Ayodhya airport expansion, Delhi-
Panipat-Karnal Namo Bharat project, and various road projects. Recent reviews show efforts to resolve stalled projects worth significant
investments (e.g., 275,800 crore across five states in June 2025). It promotes a "whole-of- " approach to
development, which is a significant shift from fragmented planning. It is expected to improve the investment climate and support
infrastructure-led growth.
Challenges: The sheer scale of coordination required across multiple ministries and state governments remains a challenge. Data
integration and real-time updates are crucial for its success. Ensuring proper land acquisition and environmental clearances continue to be
critical aspects for smooth project execution
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Policy 1: National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

+Objective: The NEP 2020 aims for a transformational reform in India's education system, from school to higher education. It secks to make
education more holistic, flexible, multidisciplinary, and aligned with 21st-century skills
*Key Features:
« School Education:
New §+3+3+4 curricular structure (replacing 10+2).
+ Emphasis on foundational literacy and numeracy:
« Experiential learning, critical thinking, and reduced curriculum content.
* Multilingualism and vocational education integration.
« Higher Education:
« Flexibility in course choices, multiple entry/exit options.
« Establishment of a National Research Foundation (NRF)
« Move towards multidisciplinary universities and colleges.
« Increased Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER).
+ Technology Integration: Emphasis on digital learning and educational t
“Review/Impact:

« Positive: The policy is ambitious and addresses many long-standing issues in the Indian education system. Its focus on critical
thinking, vocational skills, and multidisciplinary learning is widely welcomed. The move towards a more flexible higher education
system could empower students.

+ Challenges: Implementation is a massive undertaking, requiring significant financial investment, teacher training, and changes in
mindset. Resistance from traditional academic structures, lack of adequate infrastructure (especially in rural areas for digital
learning), and ensuring equitable access to quality education across diverse socio-economic backgrounds are major hurdles. The pace
of implementation and achieving the ambitious goals will require sustained effort and commitment.

chnology.
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